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Fisheries Governance Development
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he Natural Resources Directorate of the Listuguj Mi’gmaq Government is currently
developing a Lobster Fishing Plan for a new proposed fishing zone.

We would like to hear community feedback on this DRAFT Fishing Plan!

Tuesday July 4th

Meeting # 1: In person at the Community Hall
Meeting # 2: Online via Zoom

Find more informatiom on page 2




New Fishing Zone Discussion

he Natural Resources Directorate of the Listuguj Mi’gmaq Government is currently developing a
Lobster Fishing Plan for a new proposed fishing zone (see map above).

The objectives of this fishing plan are to:

a. Ensure a Lobster fishery by Community Members is beneficial and done safely, while
respecting the Lobster and the needs of Future Generations.
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Support Community sustenance needs by providing additional access to Lobster.
Balance Community rights with responsibilities to the Territory, Lobster, and each other.
Exercise Community authority under Listuguj Lobster Law

Encourage a co-operative approach to governance and management approach by

working with Treaty partners (Canada via Fisheries and Oceans Canada) to respect
Lobster and keep community members safe.

We would like to hear community feedback on this DRAFT Fishing Plan!

Upcoming Presentations

Meeting #1 at the Community Hall
New Lobster Fishing Zone Initial Presentation

and Community Feedback
Date: July 4, 2023 (Tuesday)
Time: 1:00pm to 2:00pm
Location: Community Hall

Coffee and tea provided!

This is a first discussion with community!
Stay tuned on LMG Website and
Facebook Page for future meeting
announcements and schedules!

Meeting #2: Online via Zoom
New Lobster Fishing Zone Initial Presentation

and Community Feedback

Date: July 4, 2023 (Tuesday)
Time: 3:00pm to 4:00pm

Online via Zoom:

Telephone: 1-438-809-7799

or the toll free # 1-844-445-7672
Meeting ID: 854 8136 3039
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SCAN ME

Scan the QR code
to join the meeting

Our Lobster Law

n 2019, the community implemented the “Listuguj

Mi’gmaq First Nation Law on the Lobster Fishery
and Lobster Fishing” with support from community
and leadership. It is a goal of the department to continue
working with community in developing the annual fishing
plan and moving towards self-government.

Today the community Fall Fishery is regulated by the
Lobster Law, enacted in June 2019, was developed in a
two-year process

of community consultations. The Law is recognized by
Canadaas anunprecedented step in our evolving relationship
through a five-year Rights Reconciliation Agreement on
Fisheries, (RRA) agreed by LMG on March 24, 2021, and
endorsed by Chief and Council. The Agreement sets the
base for a better relationship with Canada and DFO on
Rights Recognition, Fisheries Access, Fisheries Funding,
and provides a framework for LMG Fisheries Governance
& Collaborative Management.




Jeremy Speller: Fisheries Policy Analyst and Researcher

he Natural Resources Directorate would like to introduce our newest member of the Fisheries Team, Jeremy Speller as
the Fisheries Policy Analyst and Researcher. Jeremy will be working with the community on several projects related to
Fisheries Governance, Academic and Community-based Research, Education, and Community Engagement.
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I am grateful for the opportunity to
work with Listuguj as the new Fisheries
Policy Analyst and Researcher for the
Natural Resources Directorate of the
Listuguj Mi’gmaq Government.

I have a B.A. in Political Science
and Native Studies at St. Thomas
University and a M.A. in Indigenous
Governance at the University of
Victoria. In addition to my studies, [
have worked with and learned from
Indigenous communities and people
from coast to coast to coast through
advocacy work, governance initiatives,

My role in this position is to ensure
the policies we navigate align with
Mi’gmaq  principles;  coordinate
research and governance development
as it relates to fisheries; and assist
with providing educational content
for community purposes. I look
forward to engaging with Listuguj and
contributing to the ongoing efforts to
better the community and its fishery
governance.

You can contact me at:

Email: jeremy.speller @listuguj.ca
Phone: (506) 987 8542
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and community-based research.

History of Fall Lobster Fishery

ur history of fisheries in Listuguj is long and complex.

Prior to European contact, fishing was done with the
seasons and was important for sustenance, trade between other
nations, important gatherings, ceremonies, and overall part of
an inherent way of life.

After contact, we would discover new relationships and
trading partners, which would eventually lead to signing of
treaties. However, after formation of British colonies and the
Indian Act, these relationships would eventually change from
coexisting to displacement, leaving the Mi’gmaq displaced to
reserve boundaries and prevented from fishing.

The Mi’gmaq would continue to fish, facing prosecution, until
the recognition of our Aboriginal and Treaty rights. Supreme
court rulings like Sparrow and Marshall allowed Listuguj to
participate in fisheries without prosecution from the Canadian
government. Today, the fisheries are moving away from co-
management and towards self-government.

In 1996, a small group of Listuguj community members came
together at the Miguasha wharf to assert their rights to fish
lobster and feed their families. With the help of a lobster
fisherman from Elsipogtog, the community caught lobster,
sold some to pay for the boat and crew expenses, and brought
the rest home to eat.

Building off the momentum created after the 1990 Sparrow
ruling, and the formation of the 1995 “Salmon Law” and”
Rangers Law”, the community was advancing their rights to

regain access to
the lobster fishery.

This act of
resistance
would result in

charges to certain
members, however,
Listuguj members
continued to fish,
eventually forcing
the Department
of Fisheries and
Oceans (DFO) to the
negotiation table.
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In 1997, negotiations

resulted in 14 \

community fishers receiving
10 lobster tags each, on the
conditions that they allow a DFO
biologist onboard to monitor
the catches. This resulted in the
formation of the fall food fishery
as we know it today, where lobster
continues to be caught and given
out to the community.




