Listuguj Mi’gmaq Government

Gespe’gewaq (THE PEOPLE OF THE LAST LAND)

AN open letter to Prime Minister Rt Hon Stephen Harper
Re: BILL C- 51 The Anti Terrorism Act

It is exactly 800 years since the Magna Carta (and later its companion document
Charter of the Forest) was signed on June 15, 1215. This helped formulate in the
western world the original foundations of protection and human rights. Outlined in
the Magna Carta is the expectation that habeas corpus would prevail - the right to be
heard in a fair and just manner. We assert that with the introduction BILL C-51 this
right to be heard in a fair and just manner will be put in jeopardy. Further, the
introduction of Bill C-51 undermines the sinew of this democratic and human rights
foundation.

On behalf of Listuguj Mi'gmaq Government I would like to voice to you our
opposition to BILL C-51. Our concerns are twofold, firstly Part one which refers to
the Security of Canada and the Information Sharing Act, and secondly the overall
tenet of BILL C-51.

In Part one, it refers to an unprecedented process where information sharing is
concerned. It allows a broad brush approach which in the past security services
would act on a threat if the person(s) WILL carry out acts of violence against Canada
to one inferred in the act to MAY carry out acts of violence. Part ocne therefore on
this basis can be enacted to allow 17 agencies to share information on an unfettered
whim. Of interest to Listuguj Mi'gmaq Government is that 14 of the 17 agencies
listed in schedule 3 of Bill C-51 are not subject to dedicated independent review.
This is additionally problematic in that it further undermines the privacy of
Canadians without the oversight of non-vested interest citizens in the operations of
its government.

Listuguj Mi'gmaq Government is alarmed that Canada’s centrally recognized
organization that provides advice and determinations on Privacy - The Privacy
Commissioner has stated in his submission to Daryl Kemp the Chair of the Standing
Committee on Public Safety and National Security that Bill C-51 and its loss of
Privacy for Canadian citizens was “clearly excessive”.
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As a general overview we are deeply concerned with many other Canadians
regarding the threat to our safety and our economy as a country, and we like so
many other Canadians support the resistance to any threat against our country and
our land. But we must draw the line when the intent or the outcome of Bill C-51 will
be used to undermine our right to protest and to bring to attention the plight of our
people, our lands and our world as Mi’gmaq people.

This Bill as it is currently written has the ability to detain, classify and punish in
varying formats the very resistance of our people of a country, who sometimes in
our view, is intent on continued colonization of our world and seemingly
demonizing our actions when we attempt to draw this country’s attention to this.

We would like our country to understand that we are concerned with the erosion of
our rights, of our privacy, or opposition to fracking, of the continued undermining of
our language and our culture. And it is ironic that in a time when all First Nations
peoples are demanding action on the investigation of murdered and missing
aboriginal men, women and children that the very department whose job it is to
conduct this, is instead promoting Bill C-51. What makes it even more obscene is
that even though the Public Security Department is sponsoring this Bill, it refuses to
adequately or in a timely way fund the Public Security of Aboriginal and Native
policing in our communities. It is these very native public security agencies who are
the first line of protection to vulnerable individuals and communities. We would like
the same energy and drive C-51 being brought to bear on missing and murdered
aboriginal peoples.

In conclusion, Listuguj Mi'gmaq Government seeks that;

1. BILL C-51 be scrapped

2. That Canada notify Listuguj Mi’'gmaq Government of any changes or
modifications to BILL C-51 in its present format

3. Thatwe be provided an opportunity to respond to any changes of
modifications to BILL C-51 going forward
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